
10th December 2023 
10.45am Joint AAW Service with AVC led by Nigel Mawdsley
6pm CTiA Carols around the Tree
              
17th December - 10.45am Service led by Rev Patrick Evans

- 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight at Ainsdale Village
  Church

Mission Statement

To share locally and globally in the whole Church’s purpose of 
the worship of God and the care of people.

Ainsdale Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 
Minister: Rev Patrick Evans

Tel: 07813 211501

Email: patrick.evans@

methodist.org.uk
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Mid-week Prayers
Wednesdays at 10am. All welcome.

Raising Praise
The next Raising Praise will be this 

Sunday February 26th, 6.00pm at 

Leyland Road. All welcome!

The Bereavement 
Journey
Next Course is at Cornerstone 

Methodist Church Coffee Lounge. 

Thursday 24th February 2022 2pm-

4pm.

Contact Sally Eyes on 

07743660155 or 

sally.eyes@southportmethodist.o

rg.uk

Raising Praise
The next Raising Praise will be this 

Sunday 22nd January, 6.00pm at 

Leyland Road.

All welcome!

Raising Praise
The next Raising Praise will be this 

Sunday 24th July, 6.00pm at 

Leyland Road. All welcome!

Ecumenical Prayer 
Meeting

 7.30am Tuesdays in April at 

Lakeside Church.

 A Methodist Way 
of Life

January 8th 6.30pm at Liverpool 

Road Methodist Church - What is a 

Methodist? - Introducing the 

foundations of the Methodist 

Church using the themes found 

within ‘Our Calling’.

Circuit Study Group - 2.00-3.30pm, 

Wednesday 25th January, New 

Room, Liverpool Road Methodist 

Church.

Coffee Morning
Saturday 4th February

10.30am-12 noon

Please come along to see proposals 

to improve the memorial garden 

and share ideas.

All money raised at the coffee 

morning will go towards the garden 

and a new lawn mower to ensure 

the gardens are well maintained.

Bible Study
Advanced Notice:  The Bible Study group are now having a break until the New 

Year and will meet again on Monday, 8 January 2024 at 7pm continuing with 

Mark Chapter 14.

Church Notices
If you have any items you want including in the notices please let Lucy Lloyd 

know on 01704 536648 or lucy@southportmethodist.org.uk. 

Bereavement Journey Course
Start Date: Thursday 14th September 2pm-4pm (6 week course)

Leyland Road Methodist Church

Contact Sally Eyes on sally.eyes@southportmethodist.org.uk 

or phone 07743 660155

Lord St West Memorial Service
There will be a Memorial service on 5th November at 3pm at Lord St West for 

those who have lost loved ones over the past year, or who wish to remember 

someone who passed away before then.

Names of the deceased will be read out (if people let me know in advance) 

and an opportunity to light a candle in memoriam. There will be tea/coffee & 

mince pies after. 

Peter Lyth 

Names to peterjlyth@gmail.com 

Ecumenical Prayer Meeting
 7.30am Tuesdays in November at Lakeside Church. 

Flowers
Our flowers this week have been kindly donated by Sylvia Winterburn in 

memory of her parents Ethel & Harry Taylor.

Digging Deeper
First Wednesday of the month 10.30am Leyland Road Church Lounge

Next session
Nov 1st - Expressions of faith within our increasing national diversity and 

cultural identity. Speakers - Rev Victor Sohail & Archie Cameron.

Christmas Fair
Saturday 25th November 11am-2pm at Leyland Road Church Hall

Cakes, Chocolates, Plants, Toys, Gifts, Books, Christmas Stall etc

Bacon/Sausage Barms, Soup & Refreshments Available

Aglow International
Candlelight Ladies Group Invite you to an evening of Praise, Worship and 

Testimony At Leyland Road Methodist Church Coffee Lounge On Monday 

11th December 2023 At 7pm Guest speaker is VERNON FULLER

Bring a friend and be blessed

Carols by Candlelight
Please note that the Carol Service on 17th December at Ainsdale Village Church 

will start at 6.30pm and not at 4pm as shown on the plan.

Lectionary Readings 10th December 2023
Isaiah 40.1-11; Psalm 85.1-2,8-13; 2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8

 
Prayer

God of all time and space, who are we, that you should come to us? Yet you 
have visited your people and redeemed us in your Son. As we prepare to 

celebrate his birth, make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of your word and 
move us by your Spirit to bless your wonderful works. We ask this through him 

whose coming is certain, whose day draws near, even your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen.

Offertory Envelopes
The Offertory envelopes for 2024 are now available for collection. They are on 

a table in the Church Lounge.

31st December
On 31st December morning worship will be a service of Carol Praise. If you have 

a favourite Carol that you would like included in the service please let me know. 

No guarantee of including every choice but I will do my best. Cynthia
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Thursdays
9.45am-10.45am – Gentle Gym Class 1

10.50am –11.50am – Gentle Gym 
Class 2

10am-12 noon – Art Class
12 noon - Lunch

Fridays
10am-12noon – Needlecraft Class

12 noon - Lunch
12.45pm-1.45pm - Singing for All

Chapel Café is open Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday - 10am-2pm

For any lunch bookings please call the 
ALL Office.

 01704 574838

• Ukulele for beginners Tuesdays 10-11.00am 

• Forever Fit chair exercise class Fridays 11.30am-12.30pm 

• “Fish Friday”- a lighter lunch every Friday.

• Fit 4 Life with Ciara - Exercise class Mondays 10am-11am Starts Monday 

21st March 2022. Any enquiries and to book please contact the office on  

01704 574838

Also please support ALL with your co-op membership cards and The Tesco 

voting rounds until the end of March. Thank you.

Ainsdale Lunch & Leisure
Ainsdale Methodist Church

Supported by Ainsdale Lunch & Leisure

Every Monday commencing 14th November

Our coffee lounge will be open for anyone to come in 
between 10am and 2pm and share the warm space

Free toast and a bowl of soup 
at lunchtime

Have a chat, read or play board games

Free 
Tea & 

Coffee

(The Church on the Green)

Free
WiFi

Ecumenical Prayer 
Meeting

7.30am Tuesdays in April at 

Lakeside Church.

Mondays
10am-11am - Fit 4 Life Class

12 noon - Lunch
1pm-3pm - Games afternoon which 
includes Cards, Dominoes, Jigsaws, 

Bingo, Quiz.

Tuesdays
10am-11am - Ukulele Class

12 noon - Lunch
1pm–3pm - Music for All

2pm-3.30pm – Tai Chi

Wednesdays
12 noon - Lunch

1pm-3pm – Games Afternoon (Indoor 
Bowling, Table Tennis)

Flowers and Music with Posh 
Puddings

A celebration evening hosted by Izy Liston at Leyland Road Methodist Church 

on Friday 13th October at 7pm. Musical Entertainment from members of 

Leyland Road Worship Group and local professional singing friends from 

Massam and Marshall Independent Funeral Directors.

 Tickets £8.50 each from Diane Parkinson, Joan Hayward, Izy Liston 07773 

561040 or the Church Office at Leyland Road.

Ticket sales to support the Community Garden Project. 

Victoria & Abdul

Christmas Coffee Morning
Saturday 9th December 10am-12pm 

There will be a raffle and bring and buy stall. 

Carols provided by the church Vocal Group.

Donations of items for the food hamper can be left in a box by the organ.

Also any other items suitable for the raffle are welcome!

Bakers this is your chance to shine! All contributions for the bring and buy 

on the day welcome!

Christmas Carols, Services 
& Events in Ainsdale

Tuesday 12 December

Advent Taize Prayer at 7pm at St John Stone Catholic Church

Saturday 16 December

Nativity Trail and Christmas Coffee Morning 11am-1pm at the Village Church

Sunday 17 December 

Carols by Candlelight at 4pm at the Village Church 

Monday 18 December

Christmas Carol Service at 7pm at Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Wednesday 20 December

Community Carol Concert, 2-3pm, performed by the children of St John’s 

School, at St John’s C of E 

Saturday 23 December

Carol Singing at the Co-op for half an hour from 10am

Sunday 24 December 

Crib Service at 4.30pm at St John’s C of E - all families welcome

Sunday 24 December

Christmas Eve Holy Communion at 9.30pm with the Village Church at the 

Methodist Church Hall 

Gift Day
The recent Gift Day has raised the magnificent sum of £3,445 which is 

gratefully received. A number of donations were Gift Aided so this figure will 

be increased when the claim has been made. 

Additionally, we have received £4,523 from HM Revenue for Gift Aid donations 

in the last financial year. Sadly, this was not as much as the previous year 

when we received £5,888. With Gift Aid we receive 25p for every £ gifted. This 

can be donations (such as the gift day) and on church offerings. If you don't 

already subscribe to Gift Aid and wish to consider doing this, please speak to 

Peter, our treasurer.



Dear Friends

      I hope this finds you well.  These are the last notices before September so 

together with the Leadership Team I’m taking the opportunity to offer you some 

updates and flag up some dates for the diary.  Some of these events are 

announced on a “save the date” basis with more details to follow.

Friday 18th August - Holiday Bingo social event will take place in the 

evening…more details to be announced in due course.

Sunday 20th August - immediately after the Sunday service we will be providing 

the congregation with an update on some important challenges regarding the 

building, specifically the Chapel. This will also serve as a short Church Council 

Meeting, so Church Council members are asked to make every effort to attend as 

there are a couple of items that will need to be voted upon regarding the chapel. 

Saturday 16th September - Harvest Hotpot Supper and Barn Dance - This will be 

held in the Church Hall, all are welcome, further details to be announced in due 

course.

Sunday 17th September - 10.45 Harvest Celebration Service.  Donations of food 

will gratefully be received for the Foodbank, or cash donations can be made 

towards “All we can”, the Methodist Relief and Development Fund.  For every £19 

raised we will be able to provide two families in Zimbabwe, with the training and 

tools they need to start growing vegetables for a nutritious diet and to develop an 

income they can depend on.

Sunday 15th October - 10.45 Church Anniversary Service, and we are delighted 

that Rev Sue Edwards will be leading our service.  This will also be our Gift Day, 

details of which will be announced nearer the time.  The service will be followed 

by a faith lunch. 

Minister on Holiday! - I am away from 24th July returning 15th August.  If you 

need to contact a minister in my absence please email or phone Rev Sonya 

Marshall at sonyatolley@icloud.com or on 07824 398263.

Dear God, as we celebrate this holiday season, bless us with peace, joy, and love 

as we experience a different rhythm of life. Amen.

God bless

Patrick

Dear Friends

…as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your way”—“a voice of one calling in 

the wilderness,‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 

(Mark Ch 1 vs 2-3)

This week our Advent focus is on John the Baptist who some describe as the 

last of the great prophets. Prophets often unwelcome as the spoke of an 

uncomfortable reality rooted in God that was not always to their listeners 

liking.

This week there were two news stories that caught my attention. The first was 

the former Prime Minister speaking at the Covid inquiry.  The inquiry is 

currently exploring the core political and administrative governance and 

decision-making during Covid. One of the things that has struck me, not just 

from listening to Boris Johnson, but to other witnesses, has been the lack of 

someone in the machinery of government, set aside to consider the moral 

issues raised during the Covid crisis. We hear of discussions as to whether to 

let Covid rip through the country, verses the need to be cautious.  There were 

even claims that some advocated that the elderly, who would suffer most, 

should be sacrificed for those younger in the population. There were 

obviously scientists, civil servants and politicians in the room(s), but who was 

the expert to offer the ballast on the moral implications? No one from what I 

can see. We have bishops and other faith leaders in the House of Lords who 

may have been able to provide such a voice; perhaps they are deemed 

irrelevant?

This week the government finally gave its response to the Hillsborough 

Independent Panel recommendations. The panel, you may recall, was headed 

by the The Right Reverend James Jones, then the Bishop of Liverpool, chosen 

for the role because he would be independent and deemed to be acceptable 

by all sides of the debate.  

May people of faith, in whatever room they find themselves, be people who 

are able to bring a Kingdom of God perspective.

God bless

Patrick


