Ainsdale Methodist Church

Weekly Notices
Sunday Worship

Minister: Rev Patrick Evans
Tel: 07813 211501
Email: patrick.evans@methodist.org.uk

19th June 2022

10.45am Service led by Rev Patrick Evans
26th June - 10.45am Service led by Shirley Potts
- 6.00pm Raising Praise at Leyland Road

Mission Statement

To share locally and globally in the whole Church’s
purpose of the worship of God and the care of people.

Lectionary Readings 19th June 2022

Isaiah 65.1-9; Psalm 22.19-28; Galatians 3.23-29; Luke 8.26-39

Prayer

God of all power and truth and
grace, you call your Church to love

Mid-week Prayers

Wednesdays at 10am. All welcome.

and praise. Inspire us with zeal for
your gospel, and grant us boldness
to proclaim your word, that we and
all the world may praise your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Colin Fyles

As you may be aware Colin was
taken ill on Thursday 9th June, and
by this weekend may be home
which is great news. Eileen and
Colin would like to thank you all for
your prayers, they have felt very
blessed with all the messages of
best wishes they have received.

Church Notices

If you have any items you want
including in the notices for the next
week, please let Lucy Lloyd know by
Tuesday on 01704 536648 or
lucy@southportmethodist.org.uk.

Ecumenical Prayer
Meeting
7.30am Tuesdays in June at St
James Church, Birkdale.

Flowers

Flowers this week have been kindly
donated by Evelyn Lamont on her
wedding anniversary.

Memorial Service

Thursday 23rd June 2022 2pm
Memorial Service and Interment of
ashes St John's Ainsdale for Mr
David Roy Gott & Mrs Maria Sofia
Gott who both died within days of
each other in March 2020. The
family would like to invite family
and friends to their memorial
service at StJs.

Ecumenical Prayer Meeting

Liverpool Road are hosting the prayer meeting during the month of July.
The meeting runs between 7-30 and 8-30am. The dates will be as
follows;
Tuesday 5th July
Tuesday 12th July
Tuesday 19th July
Tuesday 26th July
The meeting is open to all who wish to attend whether it be one meeting
or all four .
Everything we think, do, and say and how we live we do so in the name
of Christ and underlying this is prayer.
I have often felt an extra hour in bed on a Tuesday morning would be
welcome but attending early morning prayer is most beneficial and sets
me on the right path for the day. Join us to pray for our wonderful town ,
the communities we serve ,and current affairs.
God bless,
Sally and Colin

Vacancy Circuit
Administration
Manager

We are recruiting for the
above position, details of
which can be found at
https://southportmethodist.
org.uk/jobs/, or alternatively
contact Rev Patrick Evans
on 07813 211501 for an
information pack and
application form. Deadline
for applications is Friday 1st
July 2022.

Dear Friends
I always find it curious that in the lectionary year, following the seasons of
Lent, Easter followed by Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday, we enter
the period of “Ordinary” time. This period will take us all the way through to
Advent. There is nothing ordinary when we come to God’s word, especially
when we read an extract from this Sunday’s Epistle reading and the
promises it holds.
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who
were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are
all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.
Galatians Ch 3 vs 26-29
What does it mean for you to be known as a child of God? I wonder how
these verses have been an encouragement to those who have been seeking
justice from oppression. Those captured and enforced by the slave trade,
those put to death or oppressed because of their ethnicity, those treated
less favourably because of their gender. I am sure we can remember
workplaces within our lifetime where women were treated far less
favourably than men; such practices seem so alien in only a short period of
time.
I wonder to whom this passage would resonate in our neighbourhood
today? Should we broaden the intention of Paul beyond those groups that
he highlighted. We need to remember that the word slave in biblical times
was very different to that of the slave trade in the last millennia. Slave in
biblical times could mean someone who had sold themselves for a fixed
term period to a master, in return for their keep. Today we have the phrase
“wage slave”, which people, especially those on low income working
multiple jobs and needing to use foodbanks can probably relate to. How
does this passage speak to them? How does it speak to us as vessels of the
Good News”?
God bless
Patrick

